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Preface and Acknowledgements

This paper has been produced with the aim of identifying the general
historical, social and cultural importance of the Foreshore at Derwentwater. It
is not intended to be an exhaustive historical account. This report should not
be taken as a history of the site but rather as a means to signify clearly the
critical areas and themes in which the Foreshore’s heritage and cultural value
lies. | have used a variety of primary and secondary sources in compiling this
paper which are detailed in an appendix at the back.

| have divided the text as follows: A general statement and executive
summary which outlines the main themes followed by greater detail against
specific themes and narratives. In searching for material | have felt that a
‘Historic Landscape Survey’ for the whole area including an account of
changes in ownership would have been a very useful tool. Sadly such a
document does not exist.

| am also struck by the absence of a written account (or any treatment and
interpretation) of the development of boating activity on the lake. | hope this
task finds a local enthusiast and the support of those who have, in living
memory, a wealth of material to offer.

| would like to give acknowledgements to:

lan Payne (Head of Environment), Nick Fardon (Borough Solicitor), Mark
Edwards, Jim Crowe (Leisure Services) Phil Crouch (Arts & Heritage
Manager) Jamie Barnes (Keswick Museum, Fitz Park) all at Allerdale Borough
Council: Chris Greenwood (Landscape Architect), Eleanor Kingston
(Archaeologist), Katherine Bradshaw (GIS Mapping Technician) LDNPA:
Douglas and Carol Hodgson Keswick Launch Co.; Jamie Lund (Archaeologist)
National Trust — for access to his archaeological survey of the Islands, Geoff
Cowton and Juiet Pallas (Wordsworth Trust, Grasmere) for providing material
relating to Wordsworth’s references to Friar’s Crag. Cumbria Archives and
Library Services at Carlisle, Whitehaven and Kendal; Jean Simpson of
Kendal; John Marsh for the use of photographs and materials in his private
collection and all those involved in the Derwentwater Foreshore Steering
Group over the past five years whose discussions of the site (other than on
the vexed issue of car parking) have been fascinating and very enjoyable:
Thankyou.

Christian Barnes, November 2005
West House | Tenter Row | Crosby Ravensworth | Penrith | CA10 3HY
t: 01931 715545 | f: 08700 51 06 12 | e: mail@christianbarnes.co.uk
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General Statement: Executive Summary

The Derwentwater Foreshore is situated at grid reference NY 2622.

The site provides shore access to Derwentwater via Lake Road and is today
the main point of embarkation for the Derwentwater launches.

The Foreshore is the principal access to Friar's Crag and by water to the four
permanent islands of Derwentwater; Derwent Isle, Lord’s Island, St Herbert's
Island and Rampsholme.

In addition it provides easy access to important lakeshore properties on the
western shore, and, from the 1560’s, a landing on the route to service the now
moribund mining industry established at the Brandlehow estate and to the
north of Brandlehow at what is now Silver Hill and Copper Heap Hill and in the
Newlands Valley to the West.

In the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries Friar's Crag and the
Foreshore was developed as a focal point and conduit for mass tourism and
recreational use against propositions of landscape quality and experience.
Boating activity has determined the character of the area at the northern end.

The historical, social and cultural importance of the site is best understood in
terms of current and historical linkages to (and connections with) these
activities and locations, its physical accessibility by road as a viewpoint and
promenading area and its heavy use as a thoroughfare. The Derwentwater
Foreshore is the public gateway site to Derwentwater and its entire heritage.

Although the land, routes and pathways have complex multiple ownership that
reflect the development of the site it is central to the present day experience of
the site that it is legible and accessible as public realm and may be used by
right rather than by permission.
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Figure 1: Map of Derwentwater and Environs
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The Ordnance Survey Mapping included in this report is provided by LDNPA under licence from the
Ordnance Survey in order to support an application the Heritage Lottery Fund in respect of the
Derwentwater Foreshore. Persons viewing the mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for
advice where they wish to licence Ordnance Survey mapping for their own use. © Crown Copyright All
Rights Reserved LDNPA 100021698 2005

(With thanks to Katherine Bradshaw)
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Fig 2: Map of the Foreshore and Environs
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The Cult of St Herbert and the naming of Friar's Crag

The Derwentwater Foreshore leads to Friar's Crag, one of the Lake District's
most significant viewpoints. The name ‘Friar's Crag’ is believed to relate to the
mythologized use of this site in the first millennium by friars associated with
St. Herbert of Derwentwater, who died in 687 A.D.

It is said that Friar's Crag was used by the monks, who provided Herbert with
his food, clothing and supplies, to look for his signal to approach. Supposedly
it was toward this rocky outcrop that from his island Herbert maintained visual
contact with the outside world.

St. Herbert was an Anchorite monk who established a hermitage on what is
today (for obvious reasons) known as St. Herbert’s Island. He was a disciple
of Cuthbert of Lindisfarne®. Both Cuthbert and Herbert died in the spring of the
same year (687) after Cuthbert had foretold their deaths on the occasion of
their last meeting in Carlisle in 686. (Reputedly they died on the same day -
20 March - in the same hour')

The remains of Herbert's chapel and cell are believed to be located at the
centre of the island, although they have suffered from the impact of
subsequent building®. An archaeological survey prepared in 1999 by Jamie
Lund, Archaeologist at the National Trust gives the possible location of a
‘mediaeval cell’ at NY259410".

The Romantic Poets, and specifically Wordsworth (who moved to Dove
Cottage, Grasmere in 1799) and was a frequent visitor to Coleridge and
Southey (both based at Greta Hall, Keswick, from 1800 and 1803
respectively) associated the place with the revelation of Christian faith.

Herbert’'s occupation and use of the island and lake as a place of confinement
and reflection is a precedent which (to the Romantic sensibility) anticipated
the sublime, transcendent, spiritual and religious content which would later be
vested in the landscape through poetry and which would in turn inspire the
pioneers of the conservation movement.

Wordsworth’s contemporary ‘inscription’ for the spot where the hermitage
stood on St. Herbert’s Island, Derwentwater of 1800 is a particularly relevant
example of the genre and preoccupation."

“If thou in the dear love of some one friend

Hast been so happy, that thou know'st what thoughts
Will, sometimes, in the happiness of love

Make the heart sink, then wilt thou reverence

! st Cuthbert's shrine was later established at the site of Durham cathedral in 995 a.d. after the
community of St Cuthbert settled at what is today known as Durham City but was then called Aelfet ee.

In 1374 Thomas Appleby, Bishop of Carlisle, granted an indulgence of forty days to all who, in honour
of St. Herbert, visited the island in Derwentwater and were present at the Mass of St. Cuthbert to be
sung annually by the Vicar of Crosthwaite. Jamie Lund’s survey places a chapel on this same place and
gives it a date of 1374. Canon H. D. Rawnsley held the post of Vicar of Crosthwaite.
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This quiet spot.--St. Herbert hither came

And here, for many seasons, from the world
Remov'd, and the affections of the world

He dwelt in solitude. He living here,

This island's sole inhabitant! had left

A Fellow-labourer, whom the good Man lov'd
As his own soul; and when within his cave
Alone he knelt before the crucifix

While o'er the lake the cataract of Lodore
Peal'd to his orisons, and when he pac'd
Along the beach of this small isle and thought
Of his Companion, he had pray'd that both
Might die in the same moment. Nor in vain
So pray'd he:--as our Chronicles report,
Though here the Hermit number'd his last days,
Far from St. Cuthbert his beloved friend,
Those holy men both died in the same hour.”

| have been unable to establish with absolute certainty when Friar's Crag
became the name by which this site was known and am drawn to the
supposition that has been named by later reference to the pre- mediaeval past
in recognition of Herbert's occupation of the island. It is unlikely to have been
a name in continuous use since the pre-medieval past.

Friar's Crag is not named in Gilpin’s Guide" and the first recorded literary
reference occurs in the 1784 edition of Thomas West's guide to the Lake
District’ according to the English Place Names Society”. West chooses to
establish other viewing ‘Stations’ in the vicinity at Crow Park and Cockshot
Wood and does not include Friar’s Crag in his directions to the walker around
the lake. The crag is also un-named in P. Crosthwaite’s map of Derwentwater
of 1788"", although West's stations are included. A reference to Friar's Crag is
found in James Clark’s ‘A Survey of the Lakes of Cumberland, Westmorland
and Lancashire together with an account historical, topographical and
descriptive’ of 1787.""

According to researchers at the Wordsworth Trust, Wordsworth himself
apparently made no reference to Friar’'s Crag until the 1822 edition of ‘a
Description of the Lakes’ when it is recorded as one of a number of view
points on Derwentwater. A first mention of St. Herbert appears in ‘The Duddon
Sonnets’ 2" Edition of 1820 when he described the Island as being ‘defaced
by intrusion.” Although it is uncertain that this passage can be wholly attributed
to Wordsworth, the following description of the site is given in 1842:

'(Friar's Crag) is a rocky promontory which stretches out into the lake
about one mile from Keswick, and, being a favourite promenade of the
residents, is readily pointed out to strangers. The way to it is by the road
leading to the Strand, thence by a well-defined foot-path across a field and
through a grove of ash and fir trees to the point of the crag, where benches
are erected for the accommodation of visitors. From this Station nearly the
whole circumference of the Lake is viewed. After much rain the waters of
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Lodore may not only be seen but heard from Friar's Crag, and in the
stillness of night the roar of this, combined with the murmur of other distant
cataracts, has a solemn and soothing effect on the mind."

It is interesting to note that by the time of this publication some eight years
before Wordsworth’s death and twenty three years before the railway came to
Keswick, the site, although privately owned, appears to be in popular
recreational use and to be furnished with seating.”

#1. 1788: Crosthwaite, P., An Accurate map of the Matchlefs Lake of Derwent (fituate in the moft
delightful Vale which perhaps ever Human Eye beheld) near KESWICK, CUMBERLAND; with Weft's
seven Stations. Pub. Crosthwaite Museum Keswick. Courtesy of Cumbria Record Office and Local
Studies Library (Whitehaven) Document no YD/WM/2/80
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% Jam grateful to researchers at the Wordsworth Trust for providing a description of how this information
was written: ‘With his usual eye for commercial trends, he had noticed that tourists of recent years
preferred more detail than his own guide offered, and had sought to remedy this by a complete revision.
Unable to do the work himself (he considered it “very troublesome and infra dig”), he turned over the
editorship to his publishers, John Hudson and Cornelius Nicholson, of Kendal, stipulating only that what
he considered the most important part, his comments on the principles of taste, should be printed in
their entirety in a single section. Hudson would revise the guide part of the book, Nicholson offered to
compile a glossary of local names (with revisions by Hartley Coleridge and de Quincey) and Thomas
Gough, son of the blind naturalist of Kendal, agreed to provide a botanical section...Though he had
resigned the editorship of the book, William by no means resigned his interest: he read the proofs, made
suggestions and continued to draw a small income for his contribution.”: Wordsworth’s ‘A Complete
Guide to the Lakes..." (1842), (From Juliet Barker ‘Wordsworth a life’, London: Viking, 2000, page 731.)
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The mythology of the pre-medieval past and the telling of character tales
generally was a concern of both the early Lake District Guide writers and the
Victorian Romantics. It is likely that the name Friar's Crag was applied to the
site at this time (between 1780 and 1800) in the context of early picturesque
tourism. A reference to it is found in James Clark’s ‘A Survey of the Lakes of
Cumberland, Westmorland and Lancashire together with an account
historical, topographical and descriptive’ of 1787.

Friar's Crag itself contains two memorials one to the theorist, historian and
writer on art, John Ruskin (1816-1900) sited in 1900 and the other to Canon
Hardwicke Drummond Rawnsley, Vicar of Crosthwaite and a founder member
of the National Trust (1883-1917).
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#2. Ruskin Memorial (facing north). #3. Ruskin Memorial (facing south).
© www.visitcumbria.com
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In their texts both refer to revelatory Christian themes and assert a linkage
between this and the ‘sublime’ experience in landscape.

The cultural sub-text is: ‘this landscape is sacred'.

The Ruskin memorial is particularly interesting in this regard. The memorial
erected in 1900 is inscribed on two sides in a mock runic text which begins
with the words:

“The spirit of God is around you in the air that you breathe...”.

The south side (facing the lake) is embellished with an Arts and Crafts
interpretation of a Celtic cross in addition to the full text*.

It seems that the text itself was carved by Arthur Simpson (1857-1922)° of
Simpson’s of Kendal who from 1897 taught at the Keswick School of Industrial
Arts (1884-1984), an establishment devoted to the Arts and Crafts and
founded by the Rawnsleys in a direct response to Ruskin’s theories on the
role of craftsmanship in improving working experience and drawing on the
mining heritage of the area. It specialised in the skilled beating of soft metal
plate (such as copper) a technique known as repousse'.

The north side of the memorial bears a bronze cartouche of Ruskin in profile
and is inscribed with the words:

‘The first thing that | remember as an event in life is being taken by my
nurse to the brow of Friar's Crag on Derwentwater’.

This too, is carved in a capitalised mock runic text. The Ruskin memorial was
erected at Rawnsley’s initiative and was a direct result of his campaigning.®

4 Ruskin Memorial Inscriptions

North face: South face:

JOHN RUSKIN THE SPIRIT OF GOD

IS AROUND YOU IN THE
MDCCCXIX MDCCCC AIR THAT YOU BREATHE

HIS GLORY IN THE
THE FIRST THING LIGHT THAT YOU SEE
WHICH | REMEMBER AND IN THE FRUITFUL-
AS AN EVENT IN LIFE -NESS OF THE EARTH AND
WAS BEING TAKEN BY THE JOY OF ITS CREATURES
MY NURSE TO THE BROW HE HAS WRITTEN FOR YOU
OF FRIARS CRAG ON DAY BY DAY HIS REVELATION
DERWENTWATER AS HE HAS GRANTED YOU

DAY BY DAY YOUR DAILY BREAD

5| am indebted for this knowledge to Jean Simpson of Kendal, Arthur Simpson’s grand daughter who
recalled visiting the site with her father to check the condition of the monument. Discussion with Jean
Simpson 29 October 2001.

® An almost identical memorial in green Borrowdale slate, also supplied by J. W. Bromley of High Hill,
Keswick (1846-1907), is erected to the memory of James Cropper in Abbot Hall Park, Kendal.
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The second inscription and memorial at Friar's Crag (dated 1922) is to the
memory of Rawnsley himself and bears the inscription:

‘To the honoured memory of Hardwicke Drummond Rawnsley 1851-
1920, who greatly loved the fair things of nature and of art set all his
love to the service of God and man.

He was Canon of Carlisle, Chaplain to the King, Vicar of Crosthwaite
1883-1917 and one of the founders of the National Trust into whose
care Friar's Crag, Lord’s Island and a part of Great Wood were given
by subscribers who desired that his name should not be forgotten.

7 September 1922

Based on an analysis of its built structures, paths, vistas and monuments, the
cultural and aesthetic heritage of the southern part of the foreshore leading to
Friar's Crag is very much concentrated on a small elite circle whose
appreciation of the 18™ & 19™ century Romanticism is associated with an
assertion or revelation of Christian faith and an urge to ‘protect’ the landscape
from development.

The structures and inscriptions at Friar's Crag also demonstrate an urge to
commemorate and celebrate the association of the site with a founder and
theorist of the landscape conservation movement.

This is a relatively recent cultural perspective and (technically speaking) a
conceptual development of the way in which the landscape had previously
been treated and conceptualised.
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The Landscape Conservation Movement 1883 - 1951

The Rawnsley Memorial commemorates another significant development: the
acquisition of the land (as a memorial to Rawnsley) into the ownership of the
National Trust in 1922.

The National Trust had been founded in 1895 by Rawnsley, Octavia Hill and
Sir Robert Hunter some fifteen years after Rawnsley first moved to the district.
From its formation until his death in 1917, Rawnsley served as honorary
secretary to the National Trust. Rawnsley had been introduced to Octavia Hill
by Ruskin who had lectured him at Oxford as Slade Professor of Fine Art.

Brandlehow, acquired by the National Trust in 1902, and Grange Fell all carry
inscriptions in identical stone and text and are all early acquisitions of the
Trust.

¥ "I."'H'E F‘m*{'&PﬁDF'ﬂﬂTY 0F THE.
: N,m"m\:mn -rn‘f.}q'r N THIS DIST
r ;

B'E LR

The monument to King Edward VII at Grange Fell reads:

“In loving memory of

King Edward VII

Grange Fell is dedicated by his sister
Louise

as a sanctuary of rest and peace.

Here may all beings gather strength to hand
find in scenes of beautiful nature a cause
for gratitude and love to God giving them
courage and vigour to carry on his will”.
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#6. Grange Fell Plague © Ann Bowker 17.11.2000. WWW.ViSi bri

Two of the inscriptions directly express the religious significance of the
landscape while the Brandlehow inscription records the planting of four oaks
by Princess Louise, Miss Octavia Hill, Sir Robert Hunter and Canon
Hardwicke Drummond Rawnsley to celebrate the acquisition of the first
property of the National Trust in the District.”

The dedication of Grange Fell (and by association the revelation of its ‘scenes
of beautiful nature’) as a ‘monument of state’ to a king who had been Head of
the Church of England (Rawnsley was his chaplain) chimes closely with the
designation of the ‘National’ Trust.

Octavia Hill had originally developed a more modest working title of ‘The
Commons and Gardens Trust’, however, at Hunter’s suggestion this was
changed to ‘the National Trust™". It was on this stronger proposition that
Rawnsley, a skilled propagandist, was able to develop campaigning impetus
and authority for the landscape conservation movement.

The labelling of Friar's Crag and the approach through the foreshore as a
possession of the Trust was central to establishing the cultural asset value of
the site on the basis of otherwise intangible literary and mythological
references.

This value was more a product of close personal relationships and a shared
sensibility amongst individuals of genuine and established influence. Friar's
Crag in its current incarnation as a piece of protected cultural landscape’ was
created between 1780 and 1900 out of a set of cultural imperatives based in
the picturesque interpretation of landscape, the Romantic Sublime and the

" Brandelhow. The first property of the National Trust in this district was opened on the 16" October
1902 by HRH Princess Louise. Four Oaks were planted here by Princess Louise, Miss Octavia Hill, Sir
Robert Hunter and Canon H. D. Rawnsley
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established church and state of England. The role of these influences in
developing a consensus around the proposition of landscape conservation is
crucial.

Wordsworth’s revisions of his ‘Guide to the Lakes’ between 1810 to 1835 are
discussed in relation to his ‘nationalistic tone’ and the extent to which the poet
became preoccupied by the ‘damaging effects’ of tourism, by Andrew
Hazucha in ‘Neither Deep nor Shallow but National: Eco Nationalism in
Wordsworth’s Guide to the Lakes.™"

Rawnsley spoke on 2" May 1883 at the fourth annual meeting of the
Wordsworth Society. With Matthew Arnold in the chair (and a membership
that included John Ruskin) the society was very influential. Rawnsley called
for the establishment of another society to:

‘protect the Lake District from those injurious encroachments upon its
scenery which are from time to time attempted from purely commercial
or speculative motives without regard to its claim as a national
recreation ground™’.

The Society became known as the ‘Lake District Defence Society’ and was
established four years after this event. John Ruskin, Alfred Lord Tennyson,
Robert Browning and the Duke of Westminster were amongst its members.

It was succeeded in 1934 by the Friends of the Lake District.

The founding of the National Trust in 1895 (and in subsequent legislation
National Trust Act 1907) anticipated the establishment of the Lake District
National Park Authority in 1951. Its aim was to act as:

‘The National Trust for the permanent preservation for the benefit of the
nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty and
scientific interest and as regards lands for the preservation of their
natural aspect, features and animal and plant life’ *"!

The Lake District National Park Authority exercises a controlling regime over
development in the district as set out in the Environment Act of 1995
performing some of the functions of local government. Its statutory purposes
are:

‘To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage of the Lake District National Park; and

To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the
special qualities of the National Park by the public.”""

A lack of development before this time should not be taken as a desire to
protect the site from development but rather as a lack of interest in the
scenery for its picturesque, romantic and aesthetic potential.
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The Mining Industry 1561 — 1700 and the development of the Lake and
Foreshore

From the 1560’s Derwentwater was at the centre of the mining industry
extending into Borrowdale and the Newlands Valley. The area has an exciting
and varied mineralogy.

The industry is discussed by W.G, Collingwood (Ruskin’s secretary) whose
account of the industry in ‘The Lake Counties’ of 1902 sets out the
development of the industry. George Bott’s, ‘Keswick. The Story of a Lake
District Town’ contains a chapter detailing the general development of the
mining industry in the area.

The claim of the Earl of Northumberland (Thomas Percy) in 1567 on the
mineral rights was dismissed in a judgment favouring the Queen [Elizabeth
1533-1603] and recorded by Sir William Cecil:

“in regard of the Queen’s prerogative, there being in those mines more
gold and silver than copper and lead, they were judged to be due to the
Queen upon the defendant’s demurer in law” *""

However, it is said that that the German miners brought to the area in the
reign of Elizabeth | made use of the Foreshore and Lake Road as a point of
embarkation for passengers and freight (especially when the lake was frozen).
Ores extracted in the Newlands valley were transferred to the road at the
foreshore to be carted away for smelting at Brigham, having been stockpiled
at Silver hill and Copperheap hill for ferrying.”™

The foreign workers represented a significant influx of population. In 1565
Thomas Thurland and Daniel Hechestter, naturalised Germans and partners
in The Mines Royal write, from Keswick, to Sir William Cecil requesting a
warrant from the Queen to bring up an additional four hundred foreign workers
to extract material™.

There was considerable friction between local people and the incoming
workers and in 1566 The Queen is forced to intervene to...

“...repress the assaults, murders and outrages on the Almain workers
latterly come there for the purposes of working and searching
minerals™

Derwent Isle (Then called Vicar's Isle) adjacent to the Foreshore was
purchased by the Company of Mines Royal in 1569 and was used to house
the influx of German Miners - perhaps in an attempt to isolate them from the
local population who are said to have resented their prosperity. This included
the Radcliffe family (Lords of the Manor) who opposed the exploitation of the
mineral wealth on their estates which were obtained by marriage to the
Derwentwaters.™"
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There is also reason to believe that the Island was used by the Mines Royal
as a secure store for graphite prior to landing at the foreshore and transport to
Newcastle™"

The shores of Derwentwater facing Friar's Crag at Brandlehow were also
used to deposit spoil and ore from 1564.

The visual impact of this industry and its heavy traffic has been reduced by
the lack of recent industrial activity, the lack of interpretation and by the action
of water over time once the industry became moribund. Although ample
evidence of these activities exists, walkers are not encouraged to investigate
and limited interpretation is made available.

Lead mining was carried out at Stoneycroft, Brandlehow, Barrow and
Thornthwaite starting in the 1560’s. At this time the Keswick area supported
no fewer than six smelting works.™"

It is not known precisely at what point Derwent Island ceased to be owned by
the Company of the Mines Royal. But Lund™" makes a reference to a Deed
dated 1653 which places it in the possession of Edward Ratcliffe [Radcliffe]
and speculates that the Island ‘might’ have been sold to him by the ‘famous
miner’ Joseph Hecksetter (The anglicised form of the German name) prior to
that time. From the mid 1600’s the island was therefore no longer used as a
secure store and staging post for ores and for accommodation in connection
with the mining industry.

Mining in the district generally declined in the later part of the seventeenth
century, leaving only a legacy in the locally based pencil industry.

It is therefore appropriate to consider that the aesthetic values for which this
area has become celebrated more recently were largely the product of
invention between 1750 and 1900 following the decline of the mining industry
as the picturesque appreciation of landscape by the early tourists slowly
developed into the Romantic Sublime and to place this alongside the
development of recreational facilities, events and early tourism.
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The Derwentwater Foreshore: Recreation and Enjoyment 1780- 1800

If Friar's Crag has become associated with the ‘*highbrow’ connoisseurship of
landscape and elite tourism, the adjoining foreshore provides a
complementary popular experience. Its development is predicated on its
status as:

The principal point of embarkation for ferries, freight and
passengers, a use developed in respect of the mining industry as
previously detailed.

The principal location of publicly accessible recreational boating
activity

The main approach to Friar's Crag.

It is also, with Crow Park, one of the few level routes for pedestrian access to
the shore from where it offers a prospect of spectacular scenery, Cat Bells in
the distance with Derwent Isle (formerly Pocklington’s Island) in the
foreground.

Joseph Pocklington, a banker, owned and developed (with considerable
flamboyance) what is now known as Derwent Isle from 1778 to 1796. In doing
so he was inspired by the earlier construction of the Roundhouse on Belle Isle
(Windermere) his building transformed the environment into a playful
collection of follies.

Recreational use of the foreshore was established formally by Pocklington
who together with Peter Crosthwaite (the proprietor of a private museum in
Keswick opened in 1780) organised a series of regattas between 1781 and
1790. These were extravagant tableaux held during the last two weeks of
August featuring, amongst other things, the mock enactment of naval battles.

For the events marquees were set up on the shore and crowds assembled
both on the Foreshore and at Crow Park.

These events are significant in so far as they establish the site as a venue for
popular entertainment and recreation. It is a muted form of this popular, fun,
carnivalesque signature that has survived in the place as a foil to the gravitas
and piety of the landscape experience at Friar's Crag.

Alan Hankinson’s, ‘The Regatta Men' and George Bott's, ‘Keswick. The Story
of a Lake District Town’ details the story of Pocklington and Crosthwaite’s
aquatic enterprise. | transcribe from a handbill reproduced in George Bott's
book as follows:

The Regatta and Great Engagement on the Celebrated Lake of
Derwent will be on the Friday the 28" of August, 1789.

©Christian Barnes. Derwentwater Foreshore Heritage Survey. Page 19 of 30
Submitted Draft (Thursday, 08 December 2005)



A prize of 6 Guineas will be given to the winning boat. If more than
three boats start, the second shall be entitled to three guineas, and the
third to two guineas. No person shall be allowed to row who has rowed
at any former regatta at Keswick.

Regatta boats to be conformable to such regulations as the steward or
his deputy shall think proper.

Fort Joseph, near the block house on Pocklington’s Island, will be
attacked immediately on finishing the boat race; and signals, during the
attack, will be made from the battery upon Europa Point, with heavy
metal which will be repeated by the mountains.

There will also be several other curious pieces of entertainment.

The boats to start at half past eleven o’clock and all diversions except
the ball to be finished at three o’clock in the afternoon.

The nobility and gentry to dine in the long room in Keswick immediately
after; where all things necessary will be provided;

And in order to the engagement being conducted handsomely, it is
particularly desired by the great officers, that no boats will come near
the Grand Fleet during the time of the engagement nor any person
enter into the fleet or army, but such as will readily obey orders and pay
due regard to signals.

Individuals not to enrich themselves with plunder, but share and share
alike — and be it well remembered that too much live lumber on the
deck of any vessel hinders the working of the guns and endangers the
whole crew.

Wilfred Lawson Esq. Steward

Joseph Pocklington Esg. Governor and Commander in Chief of the
Island

Peter Crosthwaite, Admiral and Commander in Chief of the Fleet

The regatta was particularly important in so far as it was supported as a social
event by a selection of noblemen and gentry associated with the County & *"'.
A cannon used by Crosthwaite in these displays can be seen at Keswick
Museum in Station Road and is illustrated on the front cover of this paper.

Peter Crosthwaite published in 1800 a pamphlet advocating a reduction in the
Lake level by twelve inches. He argued that this measure in addition to a
previous reduction in level of 9 inches would have brought one hundred and
thirty six acres into cultivation. His diary contains the following entry:

8 Stewards of the Keswick Regatta: 1781: Joseph Pocklington, Esq., 1782: Rowland Stephenson, Esq.,
1783: Edward Stephenson, Esqg., 1784 Sir Michael le Flemming Bart., 1785: William Dacre, Esq., 1786:
The Earl of Surrey, 1787: Joseph Pocklington, Esq., 1788: Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart., 1789: Wilfred
Lawson, Esq., 1790: Henry Howard, Esq., of Corby & Thomas Wallace, Esq., of Carlton Hall
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“March 31°" 1801. At this time | received the thanks of two philosophers
for writing my small pamphlet on the draining of Derwent one foot, and
thereby mending the relaxing air and rendering the coast of Derwent
better of individuals. Their names were Coleridge and Wordsworth -
both poets too.”""

| have not thought it appropriate here to detail Pocklington’s building activity
as it does not apply directly to the foreshore. However both he and
Crosthwaite made and proposed dramatic physical impacts on the built and
natural environment. An excellent summary of the structures which exist as a
legacy of this activity can be found in Jamie Lund’s Archaeological Survey.
These activities did not meet with universal approval and were often referred
to as a despoliation of the landscape. Wordsworth described Pocklington as
an ‘alien improver’ and consoled himself with the thought that on his departure
‘the taste of a succeeding proprietor rectified the mistakes as far as was
practical™""
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The Impact of Mass Tourism on the development of the Foreshore 1865-
1935.

#7 Joseph Brown Jnr. of Keswick circa 1880. Courtesy of Keswick Museum Fitz Park

The Derwentwater foreshore underwent dramatic development from 1865
when the railway’s first passengers disembarked. Keswick was for the first
time an accessible mass tourism destination and the foreshore itself
functioned as a portal and the principal access to the dramatic lake scenery.

The operations of boating proprietors on the lake developed apace with no
fewer than eight operators landing boats at the foreshore recorded in 1910;
The Lodore and Derwentwater Hotels, the Blacks, the Fishers, the Hodgsons,
the Millburns, the Scotts, the Sparks and Smith & Telford. At this time the
operators are believed to have co-operated in setting tariffs. However prior to
this competition between the boat men was so aggressive that ferry ticket
touts reputedly met passengers at the railway station, escorted them to the
Foreshore and directly onto their boats. There were reports of disturbances
arising from this competition.

A non-exclusive memorandum of agreement in the possession of Allerdale
Borough Council dated the 30" of July 1904 between Reginald Dykes
Marshall of the Manor of Castlerigg and Derwentwater (owner of the
Foreshore) and Arthur George Hodgson allowing Hodgson (A Boat builder
operating from Walker Park) to keep nine boats at R. D. Marshall's landing
stages and ply for hire is chiefly remarkable for an exhibit attached to it.

These’ Rules for Boating’ hint at the need to tackle what had become
established in the pages of the local press as a significant problem - it reads:
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‘Every Boat owner employing men, either relatives or hired men, shall
have the same registered. Such men shall not exceed in number one
man to every five boats, exclusive of owner. No commission men wil
be-allowed: [These last words are struck out and the text continues
where italicised in the handwriting of W Spark and initialled in
agreement by A. G. Hodgson].. no touting will be allowed and...
Visitors are requested to report any instance of persistent touting,
incivility or overcharge on the part of the Boatmen to the Agent,
Derwentwater Estate Office, Keswick’

#8. Boating Rules: Exhibit attached (Memorandum of Agreement 30" July 1904 R.D. Marshall Esq., to
Arthur George Hodgson) Allerdale Borough Council.
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In a photograph (postcard) taken by Valentines of Dundee in 1914 (posted in
1930°) from the location of the shore boat house some fourteen jetties can be
seen clearly. The photograph indicates the scale and intensiveness of the
boat hire and ferry businesses at that time.

#9. Derwentwater Foreshore. (Looking North) Valentines of Dundee. Courtesy John Marsh.

Although referred to in Pearson’s Guide 1910 as the Friar's Crag landing
stage, the area is generally referred to as the Derwentwater Foreshore and it
is that name along with ‘the landing stages’ that has survived into common
usage.

The area is shown in early maps as being the site of the boat house first
recorded on Crosthwaite’s map of 1783 and also to be found on the first
series Ordnance Survey Map of 1867 two years after the railway opened.

On this survey, north of what is now the National Trust boathouse, there are
no fewer than seventeen landing stages and the Foreshore is described as
the ‘Landings’.

® This postcard was posted on the 14 July 1930 to South Shields... On the reverse it reads... ‘Went
about 200 miles by motor car to this place, beautiful | don’t think | will ever forget it” | am indebted to
John Marsh for showing me these photographs in the original and allowing their reproduction and use.
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Figure 3: OS Survey 1867

The Ordnance Survey Mapping included in this report is provided by LDNPA under licence from the
Ordnance Survey in order to support an application the Heritage Lottery Fund in respect of the
Derwentwater Foreshore. Persons viewing the mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for
advice where they wish to licence Ordnance Survey mapping for their own use. © Crown Copyright All
Rights Reserved LDNPA 100021698 2005
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Figure 4: OS Survey 1900

The Ordnance Survey Mapping included in this report is provided by LDNPA under licence from the
Ordnance Survey in order to support an application the Heritage Lottery Fund in respect of the
Derwentwater Foreshore. Persons viewing the mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for
advice where they wish to licence Ordnance Survey mapping for their own use. © Crown Copyright All
Rights Reserved LDNPA 100021698 2005
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By the time of the Ordnance Survey Second Series in 1900, there are no
fewer than twenty-six jetties on the site including a series of encroachments
south of the boathouse. It is interesting to note that the Ruskin Memorial was
erected in the same year.

Boat operators rented their own jetties from the landowner at the site (To 1909
R. D. Marshall and Keswick Urban District Council thereafter). These were
individually signed and showed tariffs and timetables as can be seen in the
photograph below.

#10. Derwentwater Foreshore, 1910. As illustrated in the London and North Western Railway Guide.
(Looking South) Courtesy John Marsh.

This ad hoc system of letting may account for the apparent fluctuations in the
numbers of jetties shown at the site on various surveys and title documents in
the possession of Allerdale Borough Council.

Records in the possession of Allerdale Borough Council indicate that prior to
1909 the Manor of Castlerigg and Derwentwater granted non exclusive
agreements to ‘ply for hire’ and use the shore. The jetties (which it was the
responsibility of the boatmen to erect and maintain) were the property of the
Estate.

In addition (at least from 1904) the Boatmen together with the Castlerigg and
Derwentwater Land Agent were organised into a committee and it seems
likely that, having taken formal steps to regularise touting, the committee also
agreed a schedule of tariffs effectively ending local price competition and
paving the way to the establishment of a single boating company.

The Foreshore was sold in 1909 by R. D. Marshall to Keswick Urban District
Council. A conveyance dated 5 November in the possession of Allerdale
Borough Council details the transfer of both land and boating rights. 25 jetties
including 6 south of the boathouse are visible on Plan No 1 appended to it
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and along the line of the foreshore to Cockshot Wood is inscribed ‘Boat
Trading from Friar's Crag to Keswick'.

A further agreement dated 1916 between Keswick Urban District Council as
owners of the Foreshore and the ‘Derwentwater Launch and Motor Co.’
(Lodore to Portinscale)™® to which the signatory is Mary E. Harker (registered
office at Lodore) lists boats and rates including the ‘May Queen’ licensed to
carry 82 Passengers. The same name is mentioned on an inventory
(incorporated into an agreement for letting the Boat Landings, Keswick in the
County of Cumberland dated 18 July 1962 as being in the possession of the
Keswick on Derwentwater Launch Company Limited but is licensed to carry
72 passengers. According to Douglas Hodgson the ‘May Queen’ was
nicknamed ‘The Great Thief’ because it ‘stole’ so many passengers from the
other boatmen! The hull is now unfit for use and is stored on the Isthmus.

The Derwentwater Launch Co was incorporated in 1935. And since then has
been the sole operator on the foreshore site.

These developments define the present day character of the area. The
launches are owned and operated today (without local competition on
Derwentwater) by the Derwentwater launch Company. The company is
currently the only tenant on the site and has a thirty year lease from the
owners Allerdale Borough Council.

By the 1930’s the adjacent Keswick Tea Gardens were constructed in a
contemporary architectural idiom adjacent to the site and run by John
Spedding of Penrith Road, Keswick, and owner of Farm Dairy Limited.

#11. Keswick Tea Gardens circa 1930. Postcard Courtesy John Marsh

' Email from Douglas Hodgson 8/12/2005
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